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Essential Service Designation

• Daily services essential to preserving life, 
health, public safety and basic societal 
functioning
– Sanitation: waste (garbage and organics) and 

recycling collection, processing and disposal

• Services encouraged to remain open
• Follow orders and guidance provided by PHO
• Keep websites up-to-date



EPR Status: COVID-19 Impacts
• In late March there was a spike in the closure of 

depots that hosted many EPR programs; this is 
improving and as of May 4 only 28 ReturnIt
depots remain closed.

• The Province is aware that a number of retailers 
are also restricting return to retail, during these 
challenging times.

• In the coming weeks the Province will be 
engaging with the sector the help facilitate a 
smooth transition as restrictions are lessened and 
more operations resume operations.



COVID-19 and Recycling 
Education

• Cohesive messaging for the public
– The Recycling Council of BC for the most up to 

date information on recycling in B.C.
– Recycle BC’s “The Home Tour” campaign
– Rubber gloves, face masks, tissues & disinfecting 

wipes are not included in the Recycle BC program.



What We Heard Report on 
Marine Debris

• April 2019: Request to identify solutions to issues 
of abandoned vessels, marine debris, marine-
sourced plastics

• Summer/Fall 2019: Engaged with interested parties
• February 2020: Report published summarizing 

gaps, barriers, opportunities
• Continuation of this work important but on hold 

due to COVID-19



Clean BC - Plastics Action Plan

1) Bans on Single-Use Packaging
2) Adding Single-Use Products and 

Packaging-like products to the 
Recycling Regulation

3) Expanding Plastic Bottle and 
Beverage Container Returns

4) Recycled Content Standards

Four key areas: 

https://cleanbc.gov.bc.ca/plastics

https://cleanbc.gov.bc.ca/plastics


• B.C. is a founding member of 
the national Love Food Hate 
Waste Canada initiative

• 25+ local governments in 
British Columbia participating 
through provincial 
partnership

• Provides resources to help 
reduce residential food waste

Food Waste Prevention



Resources

• Essential Services:
– BC Government Waste Management 

• https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/waste-
management

– Provincial list of essential services
• https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-

preparedness-response-recovery/covid-19-provincial-
support/essential-services-covid-19#sanitation

– Marine Debris report
• https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/waste-
management/zero-waste/marine-debris-
protection/marine_debris_what_we_heard_report_final_web.pdf

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/waste-management
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-preparedness-response-recovery/covid-19-provincial-support/essential-services-covid-19
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/waste-management/zero-waste/marine-debris-protection/marine_debris_what_we_heard_report_final_web.pdf


Thank You!


